A joint Soviet-Yemeni expedition began work in 1983 on a range of interdisciplinary studies aiming to fill systematically the lacunae in our knowledge of the history and culture of ancient Yemen. For 8 seasons the archaeological excavations were carried out on fixed sites: at the Palaeolithic cave al-Quza, at the city and necropolis of Rayb�n (11th-1st c. B.C.), at Qana', the ancient seaport of Hadramaut (1st-7th c. A.D.) and at the site of Hajrya on the island of Socotra (2nd-10th c. B.C.).
The Soviet-Yemeni expedition started its work in 1983. It was formed by the decision of the Council of Ministers of the USSR as a joint historical and cultural expedition of the Academy 
